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HEAVY SI?OWS THRFATm 
RODENT DAMAGE TO TREES 

w-h.” 

Deep snows and low temperatures in the fruit belt of the 

‘EasferK’States .threaten damage to- fruit. trees- by fieJ,dmi& a&d rabbits, say rode’nt- 

control specialists of the BioJ.ogical bvey, U.. S. Department of Agriculture. 

When snow and ice cover the grass and other surface vegetation, rabbits find 

the bark of trees and btish the most acceptable food available. Pine mice are unable 

to extend their feeding burrows through the hard frozen ground, and at such times 

they gnaw the roots of certain species of trees. 30th mice and rabbits seem to pre- 

fer apple bark, but they also gnaw the bark of peach, cherry, plum, and other fruit 

-trees. Younger trees proyide choicer morsels, but no tree is too e&d to supply these 

rodents with succulent cambium layer and inner bark. 

fully when snow is deep in the orchard and if necessary he should protect. the tr?z ._ ,*...*..*---- -_ -- _~_ ---_. ---.. 

by ,wrap?i.ng them with woven wire netting, wood veneer, paper, corn stalks, or some 
similar material.. RepeUsnt. -washes a&so efferd. s~~--pzW~~&iea,--. _ _ I . . . 

Pine mouse damage occurs below the surface of the ground, and orchardist@ 
+hould therefore b eapeciaIly caFefuf;-to dutect’any sQn bf tkiis ro&mtIs work. 
Ichey should protect injured trees from drying out by mounding up soil to cover the’ 
injury, or by coverbg the injury with liquid grafting w8x. Te save badly damaged< ur 
completely girdled trees, orchardists will have to do bridge grafting early in the 
qpring. Scions for this purpose should be cut immediately, however) and should be 
held in cold storage until time for the grafting, 

Readers wanting Azrther% informat.ion should consuJ,t Department ef Agriculture 
publications: Farmers’ Bulletin 1397--F, .Mouse Control in Field and brchard; Farmers* 
Bulletin 702-F, Cottontail Rabbits in Relation to Trees ana Crops; or Farmerst’l3ulle- 
tin 1369-F, 3ridge Grafting. These can be obtained at five cents each from the Super 
intendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 
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